objectives are also collected at the beginning of the text.
The text covers history, physical properties, mechanisms of action, pharmacokinetics, effects on major systems, clinical issues and recommendations. Although this reflects the content of the major reference texts in anaesthesia, it is useful to have the focus maintained on the inhaled anaesthetics throughout. There are several books for intravenous anaesthesia, but nothing comparable for the modern inhaled anaesthetics. The strengths and limitations of many of the important studies in establishing our knowledge of these drugs are described and, where appropriate, comparisons are also made with intravenous anaesthetics, for example with effects on cerebral protection and temperature regulation. Particularly for effects on major systems, studies have been grouped according to dose studied, which is obviously very important for these agents. Sometimes evidence is lacking to make valid comparisons. Studies in volunteers have been separated from those conducted during routine anaesthesia and surgery. All of this provides the reader with a much clearer understanding of the evidence for or against a particular benefit or adverse effect than is readily obtained from the existing literature.
I expect that this book will be purchased for most anaesthesia department libraries as well as by individuals interested in research related to the inhaled anaesthetics.
D At first sight this looked like my kind of book. The chapters, although varying considerably in length (average approximately 10 pages), should fit within most train or bus journeys. The concept expressed in the preface of being "... concise and easy to read" is appealing, but the preface also reveals a potential weakness with the chapters being produced from transcription of lectures given at the Intensive Care Society (British) meetings. The result is chapters that vary considerably in depth, detail and style, though the editor has done a good job in establishing a common format. An example of style and detail variation is the number of references for each chapter-a range from seven to 92. The topics included are gut dysfunction during enteral feeding, diarrhoea, management of gastrointestinal fistulae, the gut as the motor of organ failure, mesenteric ischaemia, medical management of upper gastrointestinal haemorrhage and acute pancreatitis. For an Australian and New Zealand readership the chapters on the gut as the motor of organ failure (John Marshall) and acute pancreatitis (John Clark, June Eddleston) probably best represent the level that would interest intensive care trainees or consultants. The authors of "Mesenteric ischaemia" (Ulf Haglund, Helen Galley) do well within the limitations of the format, but this is a large and complex topic to cover in the space available. The chapter on gastrointestinal fistulae (Nigel Scott) is a clear, short and didactic summary of a management approach, but would have benefited from greater presentation of the evidence on which recommendations are based and identification of controversial issues.
The book could be useful to anaesthetists and others with a part-time or occasional interest in intensive care. Australian intensive care trainees or consultants may find that alternative "state-of the-art" reviews provide the consistency and level of detail they are seeking.
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